
2017 AGRICULTURE POLICY STATEMENT 

Agriculture is, as always, a foundation of America’s economy, providing directly, or indirectly 

through value-added processing, currently approximately 5.7% of our Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP).  For 150 years the National Grange has been working to improve agriculture in America, 

and the welfare of those who work the soil or care for the creatures of the field.  Our roots are in 

agriculture and our future is tied to our faith in the perennial cycle of planting and harvest.  

Conservation of our soil, water and air quality remains a priority for the Grange, keeping in mind 

that all pertinent regulations should reflect local conditions.   A key component of the future 

security of our water supply for both domestic and agricultural uses is the ability to store it. 

Challenges from environmental groups and climate change have brought progress in that area to 

a standstill. The National Grange will continue to promote water storage projects that benefit 

agricultural and domestic needs while appropriately safeguarding fish and wildlife safety 

concerns.  

Agricultural producers have been leaders in protecting the environment. The National Grange 

urges Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) agencies to implement Nutrient 

Management Plans (NMP's). Good soil health, including proper nutrient management is a 

priority and we encourage all farmers to develop and follow a Nutrient Management Plan to 

insure that no more nutrients are applied than are needed to grow the crop.   

The National Grange recognizes that other additional challenges facing producers are the 

precipitous drop in commodity prices coupled with ever-rising cost of inputs and the yearly 

increases in property taxes. We will continue to work on solutions to help minimize their impact 

on the agriculture sector. The National Grange continues to monitor issues concerning GMO-

related food production and labeling. The National Grange supports voluntary labeling of 

Genetically Modified products. We further request that the National Grange Legislative Director 

share the latest reliable research on this subject with State Granges on a continual basis. As 

consumers become more concerned about where and how their food is produced, the National 

Organic Program (NOP) has become more popular.  The National Grange supports the continued 

growth and federal support for the NOP, in order to meet the increasing consumer demand for 

organic food products. 

Support for Country of Origin Labeling (COOL) is a long-standing position of the National 

Grange and is favored by consumers. We support voluntary labeling programs that provide clear 

information about country of origin and processing so that consumers can make informed 

choices about the food they feed their families.    

Food safety continues to be a significant issue for Americans in light of the ever-increasing 

amount of our food that is imported. We believe the responsibility for all food safety inspection 

should fall under one federal agency, preferably the US Department of Agriculture. Healthy bee 

populations are critical to food production in the US.  We are pleased that the USDA has 



information available to assist first-time beekeepers in learning how to begin production.  The 

National Grange supports ongoing efforts to preserve proven bee health practices, while 

identifying new pesticide crop treatments that are not harmful to bee populations.  Although 

Neonics are a critical component of seed treatments, their misuse via over-the-counter products 

has resulted in their increasing presence in water and wetlands.  Their toxic effect on bee 

populations has reached the point where we feel it is time to consider designating Neonics as a 

restricted use pesticide. 

The use of drone or UAV (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) technology is rapidly becoming an 

important tool for agricultural production.  However, privacy concerns have arisen as drones 

have become more popular.  The National Grange supports the implementation of developed 

FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) regulations governing the use of drones, and will 

continue to work with USDA, FAA and other agricultural organizations to address issues related 

to drone use as they pertain to agriculture. 

The National Grange continues to support extensive research by our Land Grant Colleges and 

Universities into both short-term and long-term effects on the environment and on human 

nutrition, of all new crops, whether Genetically-Modified or traditionally bred. One of the major 

issues facing animal agriculture in our country is the effort for certain “Animal Rights” groups to 

define “Humane Treatment” of animals. The National Grange should work together with other 

like groups, to ensure that sound science is used in determining humane treatment of animals.   

The National Grange strongly supports agriculture education at all levels including agriculture 

science as well as Cooperative Extension Service and encourages the partnership between 4-H, 

FFA and Cooperative Extension Service to draw on and develop leadership abilities. Adequate 

funding of Extension must be continued and increased if we wish to ensure the availability of 

innovative practices and new tools beneficial to agriculture and society. We support educational 

programs, such as Farm to Table or Farm to School, that teach the importance of proper diet and 

nutrition. It is more critical now than ever to help consumers understand the basic food system, 

where their food comes from, and what, if any genetic-alteration was integral to its development.  

It is vital that we encourage the younger generation to enter into farming.  We support programs 

or policies that will enhance the ability of young farmers to be successful as they pursue 

production agriculture as an occupation. Opportunities exist to expand agricultural tourism as an 

additional source of income for farm families. The National Grange urges government at all 

levels to remove unnecessary laws and regulations that hamper its expansion. 

As production agriculture becomes more dependent on computer technology, access to high 

speed internet has become critical to farming and marketing activities.  The National Grange 

strongly supports expanded funding efforts necessary to develop high-speed internet access in 

rural areas that are currently under-served. 



The National Grange recommends that the 2018 Farm Bill address several issues.  Among them 

is the USDA Margin Protection Program (MPP), which has not been an adequate safety net for 

dairy farmers, and does not properly calculate the milk margin over feed price in various regions 

of the United States. We recommend that it be addressed in the next farm bill so as to correct its 

current deficiencies. The National Grange also strongly supports retaining adequate levels of 

financial support for the USDA Risk Management Division and the Federal Crop Insurance 

Program (FCI) so that coverages accurately reflect cost of production, provide adequate price 

protection, yet insure that premiums remain affordable. Disaster Relief programs are also a 

critical component of farm income safety nets and must be addressed in the 2018 farm bill. We 

also strongly urge that provisions are made to adequately address the needs for a reliable source 

of seasonal as well as year-round farm labor. 

 

Individual incomes in developing countries are rising, leading to changes in diet that will 

increase demands on the world’s food supply even as population growth adds its inevitable 

impact.  Cooperative nonpartisan effort is the “Grange way,” and an understanding of the direct 

relationship between science and the natural world will be required, to answer the question “How 

will we feed them all?” It is a well-known fact that a strong agriculture makes a strong country.  

 

2017 CONSERVATION POLICY STATEMENT 

Since the birth of the Grange in 1867, our organization has advocated and taught that we are the 

stewards of the land and should leave the Earth in a better condition than we found it.  The 

National Grange recognizes that the protection of the environment and the conservation of our 

national resources are vital national priorities. To protect our most vital resources – water and 

farmland- we encourage increased efforts to educate the public on the importance of our natural 

resources as a necessity for life of all types.   

The National Grange should ensure that conservation programs continue to receive a high 

commitment. These programs should encourage farmers to farm in an environmentally sound 

manner, focusing on technical assistance, research, education, loans, and cost-share programs.  

We cannot support the zealous pursuit of unrealistic and unscientific conservation goals that 

cause unnecessary economic hardship for landowners and producers. 

 

The Grange recognizes the importance of protection of all watersheds and understands that major 

watersheds do not adhere to boundaries of private and public lands. The National Grange 

opposes any mandate that suggests all watersheds are to meet the same water quality standards 

and the “locking up” of watersheds or portions thereof for a single use by any person or agency. 

The National Grange encourages localities and municipalities to consider building small 

watershed dams for flood control and water supply. The National Grange continues opposition to 

the Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Waters of the United 



States (WOTUS) regulation. The federal government has no basis for extending its regulatory 

arm across all waters everywhere in the country. Common sense would seem to prioritize 

impaired waters and begin working from there under the intent of the Clean Water Act.   

We encourage the responsible stewardship of our natural resources from all who own or use 

them. We define responsible Stewardship as a balance between use, preservation, and the 

environmental standards appropriate to the regional needs. 

The National Grange supports coordination among Federal, State and Local Governments when 

developing land use management plans.  We urge Congress to include voluntary incentive-based 

assistance for conservation practices by farmers, ranchers, foresters, developers, and landowners 

in future Farm Bills, which will maintain a commitment to conservation.  In that light, we also 

urge USDA to ensure that they use only scientifically based research when crafting regulations to 

implement the conservation portions of the Farm Bill. The optimum result should be that the 

environment be protected with the least amount of prime, productive farmland taken out of 

production. 

This covers MD-405 and portions of the National Master’s address. 

2017 CITIZENSHIP AND TAXATION POLICY STATEMENT 

 

The National Grange supports the Military providing child care for their employees and enlisted 

personnel.  

 

The National Grange supports Congressional pension plans be limited to the Federal Employee 

Retirement System Pension plan.  

 

We oppose aid to any government, which funds terrorism. 

 

The National Grange supports honoring our flag by standing at attention, if physically able, 

during the “Star Spangled Banner,” the “Pledge of Allegiance” and presentations of our flag. 

 

We support the expansion of broadband service to all areas of the United States. 

 

We support reforming the tax code so that it is simpler and more transparent, revenue neutral and 

fair to agricultural communities. 

 

Covers 301-NY; 307-NE; 321-OH; 327-OH and parts of the Master’s External Address. 

Parts of the Master’s External Address are also covered in Present Policy.   

 


